Comment on stroke with atrial fibrillation: data from the Austrian stroke registry: reply
We agree with Dr Ivanuša M. and Dr Ivanuša Z. that the management of acute stroke is an important factor for the outcome of stroke patients, depending on the pre-hospital care, emergency team, departments where stroke patients are treated, and the level of education of physicians and nurses concerned with stroke patients. 1 The aim of our study was to assess the care of acute stroke patients exclusively in departments for internal medicine, as it is indicated in the Abstract and in the Methods sections.
2 These patients were treated by specialists for internal medicine. Twelve per cent of patients with atrial fibrillation (AF) and nine per cent of patients without AF were transferred to intensive care units and were treated there by specialists for intensive care medicine. We did not evaluate in how many cases a neurologist was additionally consulted. Nevertheless, mortality and outcome of patients in our study were quite comparable to patients treated on specialized stroke units. 3 We emphasize the importance of early cerebral computed tomography (CCT), because immediate CCT was shown to improve survival and quality of life after stroke. 4 In our study, 95% of patients with AF and 96% without AF had a CCT, 4% with AF and 10% without AF were examined by magnetic resonance imaging.
